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HAPPY NEW YEAR Naevehjem! 

Another year has come and gone. Much has been accomplished. Much has 

been learned. Are we ready to leap into the New Year?? I hope so, because it 

has arrived! 

We start January off with Coronation/12th Night on January 6, followed by 

Privy Council Sunday morning. The Barony of Calafia will be hosting the 

weekend. We do hope that all of you will be able to make the journey with us 

to celebrate the Coronation of Athanaric and Sigridr. 

Angels Melee is January 13, followed by Queen’s Champion Tourney on Janu-

ary 20 with archery on the 21st. The month is rounded out with the 

Gyldenholt Unbelted Tourney. We are planning on Coronation and Queen’s 

champion and hopefully Unbelted. There will be lots to do throughout the 

Winter. Come join the excitement!! 

We wish you all a Happy and Healthy New Year!! 

 

Yours In Service  

 

 

 

           Rudolf    and    Amicia 

            Baron        Baroness 



A Letter from Your Chronicler 

Happy New Year Naevehjem! 

 I intended to make it to coronation but Norovirus hit so I will make a little announcement: 

BEWARE THE NOROVIRUS! 

 It took a few days to be able to have enough energy to even sit here and do this so I do not rec-
ommend that you get this. 

 In other news, we have a new King and Queen, Athanric II and Sigriðr II. They are lovely, as 
you can tell from the cover, and I’m sure they will do a wonderful job! I send my heartfelt congratula-
tions to them! 

 We had the honor of attending the Horsemen’s Black and Red Ball on New Years with our be-
loved late King and Queen. They looked amazing as usual and they were very welcoming and attentive. 

 We have a new Kingdom Chronicler from what I hear, which is sad but still exciting! We will 
miss our beloved A’isha but look forward to seeing what is new! 

 Other than that, there really isn’t much going on in my land.. Hope you all have a great start to 
the new year and stay healthy! 

Yours in Service, 

Lady Marwyn Breese 



 

The Barony of  

 

   Naevehjem              

 Sed Siccus                     Aestus Est 

 
Baron  

Baron Rudolf Fekter—baron@naevehjem.org  
Baroness:  

Baroness Amicia Sennet de Bruges—baroness@naevehjem.org  
Seneschal:  

THL Jora Flokadottir—seneschal@naevehjem.org  
Herald:  

Mistress Katherine of Angelesy—herald@naevehjem.org  
Marshal:  

Master Thomas Blackkeep—marshal@naevehjem.org  
Exchequer:  

THL Muirgheal inghean Sheumais—exchequer@naevehjem.org  
Chatelaine:  

Lord Godfrey filius Eduinus -chatelaine@naevehjem.org  
Constable:  

Lord Reinhard von den Hassen—constable@naevehjem.org  
Chronicler:  

Lady Marwyn Breese—chronicler@naevehjem.org  
Webwright:  

Lord Alexandros Kalethetos—webwright@naevehjem.org  
Youth Activities:  

Lady Sara Longbothom—youth@naevehjem.org  
Equestrian:  

Lady Zahrah al-Dimashqiyyah—TBD  
Captain Of Archers:  

Lady Brig inghean Uateir—Naevehjemarcherycaptain@gmail.com  
Cellarer:  

Widow Alice—talenkarr2@gmail.com 
Minister of Arts:  

THL Liam Maclan of the Bloody Foreland— arts@naevehjem.org  

Canton of Cragden-on-the-Water (Inactive)  

Contact Their Excellencies, Baron Rudolf or Baroness Amicia 



NOTICE  
The next Fist Home Flyer will be  

published:  

February of 2018.  

Submissions for the next issue  

are due:  

January 21, 2017  

So please, send your event write-ups, photos, articles, clippings, re-

search, anecdotes, notes, jokes, recipes, diagrams, scribblings, doodles, 

or late-night ravings to:  

chronicler@naevehjem.org  

or etceteraadc@gmail.com  

(depending on your preference) 



NOTICE  

ARCHERY IS IN 

WINTER 

HOURS NOW! 

2:30-4:30 PM 

Sundays! 



Baronial Calendar 

Sunday Archery & Thrown Weapons@ Baldwin’s Keep  

4-6pm every Sunday (Summer Hours)  

2:30-4pm every Sunday (Winter Hours starting in November)  

Monthly Business Meeting 

2nd Wednesday of the month 

Monday Night Fighter Practice  

6 - 8 pm @ Knights of Columbus  

Equestrian Meeting 

6:00pm @ Knights of Columbus 

Baronial Business Meeting 

5:00pm Dinner @ Casey’s Meeting starts at 6:00pm 

Newcomers Meeting 

6:00pm @ Knights of Columbus 

A&S Night 

6:00pm @ Knights of Columbus 

A&S Night 

6:00pm @ Knights of Columbus 

Equestrian Meeting 

6:00pm @ Knights of Columbus 

Newcomers Meeting 

6:00pm @ Knights of Columbus 

8 January 

 

10 January 

 

15 January 

 

22 January 

 

29 January 

 

5February 

 

12 February 

 

Knights of Columbus is Located at: 725 W Ridgecrest Blvd, Ridgecrest, CA 93555  

 

Casey’s Steakhouse is Located at:  1337 N China Lake Blvd, Ridgecrest, CA 93555  

 



Kingdom Calendar 

Jan 11-15 

 

Jan 13 

 

Jan20 

 

 

 

Jan 21 

                    

  

Jan27 

 

Feb 2-4 

Winter Weekend (Calafia) 

5pm in Calafia 

Angels Melee 

7am in Angels 

Queen’s Champion Tournament 

7am in Altavia 

A Viking’s Twelfth Night 

2pm in Western Seas 

Queen’s Champion Archery/Thrown Weapons/

Arts & Archery 

8:30am in Lyondemere 

Unbelted Tournament 

7am in Gyldenholt 

Black Oak Lodge/Festival of the Rose 

In Darach 



Acres 

By Baron Rudolf Fekter 

Why is a mile 5280 feet?  

And why does the U.S. prefer such medieval units to the sensible, easy-to-use metric system? 

 

The word mile comes from the Latin millia (thousand.) The roman mile had one thousand paces (2,000 steps) and the roman pace 

had 5 roman feet. Romans were shorter than modern Americans. So an old 5,000-roman-foot mile equaled 4854 modern statute 

feet. For shorter distances romans used the stadium of 125 roman paces (8 stadia/ roman mile). Both units are mentioned in the 

Vulgate (Latin) New Testament. 

 Rome occupied Celtic Britain. Rome fell. Then for several centuries Britain was a destination for boatloads of Angle, Saxon 

and Danish immigrants. They brought their languages and units of measure with them. The North German (Belgic) foot was about 

10% bigger than the modern foot (equivalent to 13.2”). In 1066 the Normans found the roman foot, Celtic (welsh) foot and North 

German foot all in use for different tasks in different parts of England.  

 The Middle Ages was also the time of the Medieval Agricultural Revolution. In the late Roman/early Medieval period 

Northern Europe was a poor, thinly-populated area of dark forests and swamps formed on dense, clay-rich soils. The light, Mediter-

ranean ‘scratch’ plow pulled by one or two oxen worked fine in Italy and Spain but poorly in northern Europe. This meant poor crop 

yields and a low population. In fact the old system included plowing the field twice at right angles, which encouraged square-

shaped fields. Somewhere around 800, 900 or 1000 C.E. northern European peasants began to adopt the heavy-wheeled, steel-

bladed plow. These heavy plows cut deep furrows in the clay-rich soils of Northern Europe, making it possible to convert dense 

forests and swamps into productive farmland. It removed the need to plow a field twice. The larger plows also required larger ox 

teams, up to 8 oxen. This required peasants to share their oxen and collaborate together. An eight-ox team takes more room to 

turn around than a two-ox team. So it was more practical for a peasant to plow long strips (not squares) in order to minimize the 

time and space wasted in turning the team around. 

 Acre originally meant field (acker still means ‘field’ in modern German). A Saxon ‘acre’ came to mean the amount of land a 

peasant could plow in a day (actually less than a day, for an ox needs time to graze in the afternoon). A typical ox-team can com-

fortably pull a plow 600 North (N.) German feet before needing to rest and turn around. So a furlong (a furrow’s length) was 600 N. 

German feet. Farmers and landlords cared very much about owning, measuring, sharing, leasing and taxing their farmland. Land 

was commonly measured with a long pole or rod measuring (depending on your location in northern Europe) anywhere from 10 to 

25 feet long. Fifteen N. German feet was one of the lengths used in England, so an acre was commonly measured as 40 rods long 

by 4 rods wide. The length of a measuring rod equaled one perch (a unit from norman-french). There were several definitions of 

“foot” circulating in England, and of course, one of the functions of government is to standardize units of measurement. Some-

where between 1266-1303 C.E. King Edward issued the Ordinance for Composition of Yards and Perches: “It is ordained that 3 

grains of barley dry and round do make an inch, 12 inches make 1 foot, 3 feet make 1 yard, 5 yards and a half make a perch, and 40 

perches in length and 4 in breadth make an acre.” /1/   

So why 5½ yards instead of 5 yards? I think the answer is in the math. Tax and ownership records were all defined in acres. Peas-

ants were accustomed to going one furlong before turning the plow around. When defining the size of the new statute foot, the 

Crown decided not to change the size of the tool used for measuring farmland and not to change the size of an acre. Remember a 

N. German foot is 10% more than a modern statute foot. It means a measuring rod of 15 N. German feet is equal to a measuring 

rod of 16½ statute feet. The perch or rod turns out to be a very practical unit. Open your Webster’s Dictionary and you will see an 

acre is defined as 43,560 ft². The modern figure is precisely the figure calculated from King Edward’s formula, as:  

 (40 rods)(16.5 ft/rod) X (4 rods)(16.5 ft/rod) = (660 ft) X (66 ft) = 43,560 ft². 

King Edward’s statute established the size of a foot and an acre but said nothing about the length of a mile. An ancient roman mile 

was one thousand paces at five feet/pace. It would be consistent to define the English mile as 5,000 statute feet. However, the 

word ‘Stadium’ in the New Testament was generally translated into English as “Furlong.” A roman mile had eight stadia, so a mile  



was commonly thought to have eight furlongs. In 1593 Queen Elizabeth clarified that, “A Mile shall contain eight Furlongs, every 

Furlong forty Poles, and every Pole shall contain sixteen Foot and an half.”/2/ Multiply this and you get:  

(8 Furlongs) X (40 Poles/Furlong) X (16.5 ft/Pole) = 5,280 ft. 

 Enter an English clergyman and mathematician named Edmund Gunter. Gunter had a keen interest in geometry, astrono-

my and improving the art of surveying. Around 1620 Gunter devised a steel chain of 100 links totaling 66 feet long (exactly four 

rods).This was a great improvement over the old system of measuring land with cords and wooden rods. A rectangle one chain by 

ten chains equals precisely one acre. A square ten chains by ten chains equals precisely ten acres. The 100 links allowed surveyors 

to calculate decimal fractions of an acre. The Gunter’s Chain became the standard tool for measuring & surveying land in England 

and in the new thirteen American colonies. A statute mile equals 80 chains (80 X 66 ft = 5280 ft).  A square mile equals precisely: 

 (80 chains) X (80 chains)/ (10 chain²/acre) = 640 acres.          /3/ 

 Enter the War of Independence and the thirteen newly-independent United States. The peace treaty with England recog-

nized U.S. ownership of extensive lands west of the Ohio River and Appalachians. The new American government had title to a vast 

amount of public land but no money to develop that land (the treasury was empty after the war). How should the new government 

deal with dividing, settling and getting revenue from these western lands? Should corporations be entrusted to survey, develop and 

resell public land to settlers? Or should lands be surveyed by the government and offered at public auction to individual settlers? 

Thomas Jefferson proposed that Congress authorize surveying the Ohio Territory into rectangular Townships and Sections (each 

Section approximately one mile²) and selling these lands at public auction. Congress adopted that system in 1787 and continued 

the Rectangular Survey System as a normal part of settling the American West (remember that three of the four faces on Mount 

Rushmore are ex-surveyors).   

 Every state that was formerly a Territory had been surveyed under the Public Land Survey System devised by Thomas 

Jefferson. This means that all the ownership boundaries, grants, land sales, deeds, patents, parks, reservations, homesteads and 

real estate disposals in the American West were defined in acres and measured with a Gunter’s Chain (invented in 1620). If you live 

in California, this includes the land under your own residence. /4/ 

 GPS units are now accurate enough to measure the speed of continental drift. The Metric system is easy to use and has 

been adopted by every industrialized country except the U.S. Neither of these facts make any difference. It is quite easy to change 

American road signs and automobile speedometers to the metric system. It is much more difficult to think that Americans will re-

vise their legal land survey, real estate, ownership and tax assessment records.  

 

 

   

 

 

In the 16th Century Master Koebel recommends that a surveyor “On a certain 

Sunday as they happen to come out of church, bid sixteen men to stop, tall 

ones and short ones… 16 men shall stand in line with the left feet touching, 

one behind the other.  This distance shall be the right and lawful Rood and 

one-sixteenth of it shall be the foot.” /5/ 

/1/ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composition_of_Yards_and_Perches  

/2/ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weights_and_Measures_Acts_(UK)  

/3/ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunter’s_Chain  

/4/ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_Land_Survey_System 

/5/ Klein, Herbert A., “The Science of Measurement: A Historical Survey.” https://Books.google.com  



Rudolf and the Frost Dragon  

(Sung to the tune of Man of La Mancha)  

Words by THLady A’isha Al-Raqquasa 

 

Here me now  

All from Fist Home, those under the sway  

Of the great northern dragon of Frost  

He that throws Icy breath over all of the land.  

Who will fight him and at what cost?  

 

Naevehjem’s Rudolf Fektor, the Lord of Olancha!  

His blade set to strike every foe.  

While the Frost Dragon rises to raze all the hillside,  

Onward to battle he’ll go.  

Whithersoever it blows, onward to fight it he goes.  

 

Here me people of Caid  

those under its sway,  

For battle about to begin.  

Between knights, and the fighters of all of the land,  

Baron Rudolf dares them all to win!  

 

Naevehjem’s Rudolf Fektor, the Lord of Olancha!  

His blade set to strike every foe.  

While the Frost Dragon rises to raze all the hillside,  

Onward to battle he’ll go.  

Whithersoever it blows, onward to fight it he goes  



GUILD MEETINGS and USEFUL POINTS OF CONTACT  

(in addition to Regnum listings)  

Lists Officer Widow Alice  

Talenkarr2@gmail.com 

Heraldry (by appointment) Master James of the Lake  

jamesofthelake@gmail.com  

Minister of Arts and Science THL Liam MacIan of the Bloody Foreland  

taughmor@verizon.net 

Deputy Minister of Arts and Science THL Jora Flokadottir  

Joraflokadottir@gmail.com  

Winemakers & Brewers (by arrangement) Neb Kaíres Tévesu martian@iwvisp.com  

War Leader Lord Oddbjorn james_mcmechan@hotmail.com  

Marshals Master Thomas Blackkeep (Territorial) 

zulktm@mchsi.com  

THL Llewellyn Flinthaven  flinthaven@yahoo.com  

THL Gregory Morgan g_morgan_8of7@yahoo.com  

Newcomers Information Lord Godfrey filius Eduinus  

chatelaine@naevehjem.org  

For more information on the below events, please contact:  

Mistress Katherine of Anglesey misskofa@gmail.com 

Calligraphy/Scriptorium : by arrangement 

English Country & Middle Eastern Dance: by arrangement  

Cooking Guild: by arrangement  

Hounds of Caid: by arrangement  

Also Contact Lady Brig inghean Uateir at  

Naevehjemarcherycaptain@gmail.com for archery  

Archery and Thrown Weapons: 4-6pm every Sunday (Summer Hours)  

2:30-4:30pm every Sunday (Winter Hours )  

 

mailto:zulktm@mchsi.com


 

GENERAL INFORMATION  
Clipart: All Clipart throughout is from Microsoft Publisher, publicdomainvectors.com, 

pdclipart.org, openclipart.org, and vectoropenstock.com.  

Cover photo is from THLord Levi ben Daniel  from the C aid Officiall Website 

Photos from Baron Rudolf Fekter in his article about acres. 

This is the January 2017 issue of the Fist Home Flyer, a publication of the Barony of 

Naevehjem of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). It is not a corporate 

publication of the SCA, Inc. and does not delineate of the SCA, Inc. policies.  

Submissions for publication: Submit to the Chronicler, Marwyn Breese via Email: 

chronicler@naevehjem.org or etceteraadc@gmail.com (whichever is preferred).  

The deadline for submissions is the twenty-first of the month before desired publication.  

Subscriptions to the fist Home flyer are available are submitted electronically only and 

provided at no cost.  

/ƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ нлмтΣ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ /ǊŜŀǝǾŜ !ƴŀŎƘǊƻƴƛǎƳΣ LƴŎΦ  

Except where otherwise stated, all rights to any articles and graphic arts in this publica-

tion revert to authors, artists and photographers. Please contact the Chronicler, who will 

assist you in contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of 

our contributors.  

Except where otherwise stated, all articles in this publication may be reprinted without 

special permission in newsletters and other publications of branches of the SCA, Inc., 

subject to the following conditions:  

a. The text must be printed in its entirety, without additions or changes  

b. The author's name and original publication credit must be printed with the text  

c. The editor of this newsletter must be informed in writing which article has been 

used, and in which publication the material is being published.  
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